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occasions he expressed himself in   verse to    one    of   his
daughters on her birthday :

I can see the loving faces

Gatheied in my loving home,

I can hear the sounds of laughter

As across the seas they come!

I can feel their love's young tendrils
Wind around an old man's heart;
Loves of children true and tender
Lands and oceans cannot part!

If at times my soul is weary,
Thoughts like these come from above;
Work is noblest human mission,
Noblest human, bliss is love !

His daughters, with their children and often with their
husbands, used to visit him frequently. He enjoyed these
visits and looked forward to them. In a letter to his third
daughter, Amala, and her husband he wrote:

"I have had more than, the usual portion of success and
happiness allotted to men in his life; but, believe me, there
is no happiness which I have felt more keenly than, to see
those who are near and dear to me, affectionate and happy
and good. Their love is the best solace, and the best reward
of a life of toil and endeavours."

His eagerness and impatience to see his daughters are
expressed in many of his letters. The child-like enthusiasm
that he always felt on hearing about a proposed visit of a
daughter he continued to display even in the last days of
his life. Writing from Baroda to his daughter, Sarala, just
three months before his death he said :

"Your stay with me next year will make my home cheer-
ful and bright and happy; arud> we shall lead an easy and